
City of Spirit Lake 
Regular City Council Meeting 5:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 24, 2026 
City Council Chambers 
Present: Councilmembers: Johnson, Kofoot, Tifft, Chappas, Mensing.  
Meeting called to order by Mayor Bice. 
 
 

MINUTES 

Motion by Kofoot seconded by Johnson to approve the minutes of the March 10th regular meeting.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

BILLS 

Motion by Kofoot seconded by Johnson to approve the bill list for the month of March, 2026.   

Motion carried unanimously. 
MEDICAL REIMBURSEMENT MEDICAL REIMBURSEMENT $2,888.95 

ALLIANT ENERGY/IPL UTILITIES $1,183.86 

CITIBUSINESS CARD CREDIT CARD CHARGES $715.49 

IA LAKES ELECTRIC CO-OP UTILITIES $878.95 

MEDIACOM LLC PHONE & INTERNET $646.99 

PREMIER COMMUNICATIONS INTERNET & PHONE $253.42 

ACCESS SYSTEMS COPIER $188.65 

ALLIANT ENERGY/IPL UTILITIES $969.30 

AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES BOOKS $2,701.02 

BOMGAARS SUPPLY INC CHARGE ACCOUNT $4,875.80 

CENTER POINT LARGE PRINT LARGE PRINT $200.16 

CINTAS CORP (CHICAGO) RESTOOM SUPPLIES $30.00 

CITY LAUNDERING CO MATS $41.88 

COHRS CONSTRUCTION, INC. GRAVEL $2,328.59 

CORE & MAIN  LP PARTS $707.25 

CRANE SALES & SERVICE-SFSD INSTALLED CHAIN BAG $2,381.80 

DEMCO BOOK COVERS $143.03 

DICKINSON CO CLERK OF COURT COURT COSTS $60.00 

ELLIOTT EQUIPMENT CO PART $345.50 

FERGUSON WATERWORKS #2516 SOFTWARE MAINTENANCE $6,879.90 

FULL SOURCE SAFETY ALLOWANCE $100.37 

GALE GROUP LARGE PRINT $26.24 

GALEN'S PRO-MOW FAN $77.66 

GRAYMONT WI LLC LIME $7,036.05 

GREAT LAKES MOTOR COMPANY REPLACE HOSES $2,095.81 

HOTSY EQUIPMENT CO. PARTS $158.33 

IA ONE CALL LOCATES JANUARY $32.50 

IMFOA CERTIFICATION RENEWAL $75.00 

IOWA ASSOC OF MUNICIPAL FY26 MEMBER DUES $1,155.00 

J&B AUTO SERVICES TIRE REPAIR $37.50 

JACK'S UNIFORMS & EQUIPMENT BADGES - FEATHER $335.99 

JANITOR'S CLOSET RESTROOM SUPPLIES $282.32 

JENNINGS AUTO PARTS OIL DRY $286.39 

KAPCO, INC SHIPPING FEES $88.59 

LAKES MARKETING AND PRINT NAME TAGS $39.49 

MC&R POOLS INC CHEMICALS $626.76 



MUESKE ELECTRIC INC. FUSE $1,572.46 

NANCY ISEBRAND BOOK $7.95 

NORTHERN SAFETY CO INC GLOVES $127.97 

O'REILLY AUTOMOTIVE INC MEGACRIMP & HOSE $215.81 

OVERDRIVE INC EBOOKS/AUDIO $249.97 

OXIDATION TECHNOLOGIES REPLACE BLOWER $2,329.50 

PLIC - SBD GRAND ISLAND APRIL FEES $1,668.50 

PLUMB SUPPLY CO. DRAIN $208.72 

PLUNKETT'S PEST CONTROL PEST CONTROL $97.21 

REGIONAL TRANSIT AUTHORITY 3RD QRT FY26 SUPPORT $5,000.00 

RON'S REPAIR INC PRESSURE SENSOR $729.91 

SANITATION PRODUCTS 3YD & 6 YD DUMPSTERS $20,455.00 

SISCO APRIL FEES $117.89 

STATE HYGIENIC LAB TESTING $575.50 

TRIPLE S SERVICE LLC TREE REMOVAL $750.00 

USPS-POC REFILL POSTAGE METER $1,500.00 

VERIZON WIRELESS CELL PHONES $153.92 

WASTE MANAGEMENT OF WI-MN LANDFILL FEES $24,475.93 

WATERSHED LLC JACKET - RAMAGE $719.20 

WOODRUFF CONSTRUCTION, LLC WTP PHASE 2 - PAY APP#9 $201,927.47 

WYNN COMPANY LLC POP 3RD ADD - PAY APP#5 $83,049.00 

TREASURER STATE OF IOWA WATER EXCISE TAX 2/1-2/28/26 $6,834.85 

TREASURER STATE OF IOWA SALES TAX 1/1-1/31/26 $52.00 

TREASURER STATE OF IOWA SALES TAX 2/1-/28/26 $2,905.58 

STATE OF IOWA - PR TAXES       STATE TAX                         $4,947.70 

EFTPS FED/FICA TAX $25,091.55 

IPERS IPERS - REGULAR                   $34,454.54 

VOYA VOYA DEF COMP                     $2,200.00 

ADVANTAGE ADMINISTRATORS CHILD CARE                        $631.68 

AMERICAN FAMILY LIFE ASSURANCE  AFLAC ACCIDENT                    $547.74 

FALLS PLANNING GROUP W&R DEF COMP                      $100.00 

PLIC - SBD GRAND ISLAND INSURANCE $307.31 

SISCO INSURANCE $47,244.98 

WELLMARK INSURANCE $2,183.94 

PAYROLL PAYROLL $81,881.29 

UTILITY REFUNDS UTILITY REFUNDS $574.43 

TOTAL  $596,764.04 

 

LIQUOR LICENSES 

Motion by Kofoot seconded by Johnson to approve a new Class C Retail Alcohol License for Godfathers, 
Special Class C Retail Alcohol License for Hibachi 88 and ownership changes for Brew Oil LLC. Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 

CIGARETTE PERMITS 
Motion by Kofoot seconded by Johnson to approve the cigarette/tobacco permit renewals for the 
following businesses: Brew Oil #30, Brew #103, Hy-Vee Food Store, Hy-Vee Wine & Spirits and Kwik Star. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 

$5,000,000 (DOLLAR AMOUNT SUBJECT TO CHANGE) GENERAL OBLIGATION CAPITAL LOAN NOTES 
RESOLUTION NO. 2026-13 

RESOLUTION APPROVING ELECTRONIC BIDDING PROCEDURES AND DISTRIBUTION OF PRELIMINARY 
OFFICIAL STATEMENT 



Chappas introduced and caused to be read Resolution No. 2026-13 and moved for its adoption, which was 
seconded by Kofoot.  Aye:  Johnson, Kofoot, Tifft, Chappas, Mensing.   Resolution duly adopted. 
 

REZONING CERTAIN PROPERTIES LOCATED WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF SPIRIT LAKE, IOWA 
PUBLIC HEARING 

The Mayor announced this is the time and place to consider the rezoning of certain properties located 
within the corporate limits of Spirit Lake and opened the public hearing. Bice asked Owens if any written 
comments were received. Owens read into the record a letter dated 3/15/26 from Keith Brann on behalf 
of the Okoboji Camp Owners Cooperative Board that expressed concerns regarding drainage. Owens 
read into the record an email dated 3/23/26 from Susan M Dopp, Mary L. Dopp-Mack and Merle Mack 
that expressed concerns regarding traffic volume & safety, pedestrian and cyclist safety, long term land 
use flexibility and the need for county impact and coordination. Owens read into the record a letter 
from 8 adjoining residents expressing concerns including traffic and density. Ben Groen with Beck 
Engineering representing Seemann Development stated this project has multiple Phases with Phase 1 
consisting of approximately 47 homes ranging in size from 1,600-3,200 square feet with a mix of 
traditional home and slab on grade homes. Groen provide a poster showing the three phases with 115 
single family homes. Groen stated the R-3 rezoning is needed to have a horizontal property regime. 
Groen stated the development will not have an age group restriction. Groen stated the sewer, water 
and street will be city infrastructure. Groen stated the retention ponds are designed for 100-year 
standards. Groen summarized a traffic study showing the road has a current level A rating which means 
less than 35% capacity is being used. Groen stated at full build the traffic will increase from 
approximately 975 to 2000 cars daily. The increase in traffic doesn’t change the level A rating and the 
capacity being utilized will still be under 35%. Members of the public asked who and when was the 
traffic study done. Groen stated Beck Engineering did the traffic study and it was done in the last two 
weeks. Owens stated the city has executed a conditional zoning agreement with the language that the 
developer agrees to single family homes with no homes sharing a common wall with another home. 
Owens also stated the developer will have a developer agreement. Vince Davis asked if an ecological 
study had been done. Groen stated no. Davis asked that an ecological study be done and mailed to the 
surrounding neighbors. Davis express concerns with the drainage, the potential property value impact of 
existing homes and construction dust. Davis asked Owens to explain TIF and TIF rebates. Owens 
explained the developer installs the infrastructure upfront and the city rebates the cost back with TIF up 
to the cost of the infrastructure from future draws. The developer only has 10-15 years to draw so they 
take the risk of not being able to collect the full cost of the infrastructure.  Davis asked if any homes 
would be low income. Owens stated no the estimated cost of each home is approximately $900,000. 
Tony Weber explained the drainage flow of the Weathers End Subdivision 1 & 2. Weber expressed 
drainage concerns and the number of 100-year floods the area has seen. Weber also expressed concerns 
regarding pollution and traffic. Carlton Kleiss expressed concern with the drainage and the water 
pooling on 2121 Hwy 9. Owens stated Groen was here to answer any question but an analysis from the 
city will be done as part of the building process and the City will have a professional engineer to review. 
Shelly Jackson asked if the traffic study was accounting for summer traffic. Groen stated he used the 
traffic counts on the road using standard traffic analysis based on the DOT data. Kofoot asked if the 
housing density would be different if the zoning stayed at R2. Groen said the density would be the same. 
Mensing asked if this will go through plating processing. Owens stated it does not go through the 
subdivision process. Groen stated the design takes into account the lot lines needed for proper 
drainage. Mensing asked if the DOT would allow an entrance on Highway 9. Groen stated they were not 
willing to commit to an entrance. Jodi Pottorff expressed concerns that if approved it doesn’t go through 
the subdivision process. Chris Murphy asked about conflicts of interest. Murphy expressed wanting an 



independent traffic study and watershed study. Owens stated there are no conflicts of interest with 
council, Mayor or staff. At this time, the Mayor closed the public hearing. 
 Legal Description (15190 215th Avenue) 
All that part of Government Lots 1 and 2 in Section 1, Township 99 North, Range 37, West of the 5th 
P.M., Dickinson County, Iowa, lying North and East of State Highway No. 9 as located prior to the year 
1930 and South of State Highway No. 9 as the same was relocated in or about the year 1930, and now 
located to-wit: Along the North line of said Government Lots 1 and 2, except such portions as have been 
previously conveyed by the grantors, which exceptions are described as follows:- 
EXCEPTION 1. All that part of Government Lot 1 in the Northwest Quarter of Section 1, Township 99 
North, Range 37, West of the 5th P.M., Dickinson County, Iowa, described as follows:-Beginning at the 
Northwest corner of said Section 1; thence East along the North line of Section 1 for a distance of 456.85 
feet; thence South-southwesterly 702.65 feet to the North right-of-way line of the County Road; thence 
North 79°54' West a distance of 4.15 feet; thence North 85°06' West for a distance of 399.4 feet to the 
West line of said Section 1; thence North 644.3 feet to the beginning; 
EXCEPTION 2. A tract of land in Government Lot 2 of Section 1, Township 99 North, Range 37, West of 
the 5th P.M., Dickinson County, Iowa, described as follows:-Commencing at the Northwest corner of 
Block V of the Methodist Camp; thence North 90°00' West a distance of 66.56 feet; thence North 0°00' 
West to the Northerly right-of-way of public highway a distance of 81.78 feet to the point of beginning; 
thence North 0°00' West a distance of 564.77 feet; thence South 87°05'05" West to the Easterly right-
of-way of said public highway a distance of 397.75 feet; thence South 13°O7'55" East along said Easterly 
right-of-way of the public highway a distance of 304.85 feet; thence South 32°44'40" East along said 
Easterly right-of-way of County Blacktop a distance of 188.33 feet; thence Southeasterly along said 
right-of-way line along a curve concave Northeasterly with a long chord distance of 243.16 feet bearing 
South 68°26'45" East to the point of beginning, containing 3.9 acres; 
EXCEPTION 3, the Plat of T and D Holdings, LLC, Subdivision. 
EXCEPTION 4. Parcel N, being that part of Government Lot 1 in the Northwest Quarter of Section 1, 
Township 99 North, Range 37 West of the 5th P.M., Dickinson County, Iowa, as the same appears in a 
Plat of Survey by Micheal G. Semke, L.S., Beck Engineering, Inc., dated December 26, 2013 and filed for 
record on January 8, 2014 as Instr. No. 14-00119 in the Office of the Recorder of Dickinson County, Iowa. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 1-2026 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SPIRIT LAKE, IOWA, REZONING CERTAIN PROPERTIES LOCATED 

WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF SPIRIT LAKE, DICKINSON COUNTY, IOWA 
 

FIRST AND SECOND CONSIDERATION 
Motion by Kofoot seconded by Chappas to waive the first and second consideration of Ordinance No. 1-
2026.  Aye:  Johnson, Kofoot, Tifft, Chappas, Mensing. Motion carried. 
 

ADOPT ORDINANCE NO. 1-2026 
Motion by Kofoot seconded by Johnson to adopt Ordinance No. 1-2026.  Aye:  Johnson, Kofoot, Tifft, 
Chappas, Mensing.  Motion carried unanimously. Ordinance adopted.  
 
 

REZONING CERTAIN PROPERTIES LOCATED WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF SPIRIT LAKE, IOWA 
PUBLIC HEARING 

The Mayor announced this is the time and place to consider the rezoning of certain properties located 
within the corporate limits of Spirit Lake and opened the public hearing. Bice asked Owens if any written 
comments were received. Owens read into the record a letter from Paul & Krista Thomsen expressing 
concerns regarding dust, noise and drainage. The applicant Chris Beck with Beck Excavating and True 



North Ready Mix stated that he will be building a new dry small batch concrete plant. Beck stated the 
new technology and filtration system will control dust issues. Beck stated this is a much-needed service 
in our area and he felt the industrial park was the best fit for the location. Beck stated the operation 
required an Iowa DNR air quality permit. The plant he wants to build will have a filtration system that 
monitors when filters need changed. He would also be subject to Iowa DNR inspections. The hours of 
operation in the summer would be approximately 7:00 am-6:00 pm possibly later or early is there is a 
big pour. Beck stated he would only be crushing concrete once per year. Chappas asked if there would 
be a buffer for the neighbors. Beck stated a grass buffer. Beck stated he is open to idea as he wants to 
be a good neighbor. Johnson asked who maintains the road. Owens stated the county. Owen stated if 
the property is rezoned it is still subject to restrictive convenance and all owners in the Industrial Park 
would need to approve the change. Paul and Krista Thomsen stated they are not against having a small 
batch concrete plant in the Industrial Park but they would like it moved to a different lot in the Industrial 
Park further away from there residential property. Thomsen stated this lot is the high spot which causes 
concerns regarding wind and spills. Thomsen is also concerned about drainage as they have well water. 
Thomsen expressed concerns regarding the resale value of there property due to the noise and dust. 
Beck stated the area does not have a heavy industrial area anywhere and he felt this was the best 
location. Kofoot asked if he could purchase a different lot in the industrial park. Owens stated there is 
approximately 100 acres but street, water and sewer is currently not available to the other lots. Kofoot 
asked who’s responsibility would the street, water and sewer be. Owens stated a shared cost between 
the City of Spirit Lake and Iowa Lakes Development Corp. Bice asked about the detention pond. Beck 
stated he would need to deepen the current pond. Thomsen stated the pond he is discussing drains 
directly into his pond. Concerns were expressed regarding concrete materials flooding on crop due to 
the drainage of the area.  Thomsen also expressed safety concerns regarding the increased traffic. At 
this time, the Mayor closed the public hearing. 
Parcel B being part of Outlot A, Plat of East Lake Industrial Park, City of Spirit Lake, Dickinson County, 
Iowa, more particularly described as follows: beginning at the Southeast Corner of Lot 2 in said Plat of 
East Lake Industrial Park; thence on an assumed bearing of N00°22'23" E on the East line of said Lot 2 a 
distance of 489.79 feet to the Northeast Corner of said Lot 2; thence N00°00'41" E on the East line of 
Parcel D previously shown on a Plat of Survey recorded as Instr. #020281 located in the Dickinson 
County Recorder’s Office a distance of 400.13 feet to the Northeast Corner of said Parcel D; thence 
S89°37'08"E on the North line of said Outlot A a distance of 550.00 feet; thence S00°12'38"W a distance 
of 889.79 feet to the Easterly extension of the North Right-of-Way line and the Easterly extension 
thereof a distance of 550.00 feet to the Point of Beginning. 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SPIRIT LAKE, IOWA, REZONING CERTAIN PROPERTIES LOCATED 

WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF SPIRIT LAKE, DICKINSON COUNTY, IOWA 
 

FIRST CONSIDERATION 
FIRST AND SECOND CONSIDERATION 

Motion by Johnson to waive the first and second consideration. No second received.  
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-14 
RESOLUTION APPROVING AUDIT SERVICES AGREEMENT 

Johnson introduced and caused to be read Resolution No. 2026-14 and moved for its adoption, which was 
seconded by Mensing.  Aye:  Johnson, Kofoot, Tifft, Chappas, Mensing.   Resolution duly adopted. 
 
 
 



 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Chappas seconded by Kofoot to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 

 
______________________________________ 

Kevin Bice, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
___________________________________ 
Gregg L. Owens, City Administrator  


