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City Snow Removal & Related Information
The Streets Department of the City of Spirit Lake’s Public Works is responsible for keeping streets drivable during snow and ice events.  City crews do their best to anticipate and deal with the unpredictability of Midwest winter weather.  The City would like to give you these “do’s and don’ts” to help speed City crews and to improve safety.
Do

· Remove snow and ice within 18 hours from residential sidewalks in right-of-way after the end of the snow or ice event.

· Reinforce your mailbox and post.  Snow that flies off the snow plow travels with great force.  Mailboxes and posts not securely anchored will invariably get moved.  The City is not responsible for your mailbox.

· Shovel snow from around the nearest fire hydrant to assist the fire department in responding to neighborhood fires.

Don’t

· Push snow or ice into the street.
· Pile snow near intersections that will block an auto driver’s vision.

· Park on the street during a snow event.  Parking on the street can resume after the plows have cleared the streets.

Downtown Snow Removal

After a 2 inch snow event, the City will endeavor to clear the sidewalk and parking areas in the downtown within 24 hours of the end of the snowfall.  Areas affected by this policy include:

Hill Avenue – Both Sides, from 15th Street to 19th Street 

Gary Avenue – Westside only, ½ block by Custom Creations 

Ithaca Avenue – Both Sides, Hwy 71 to 16th Street

Jackson Avenue – Eastside only, Hwy 71 to alleyway between 16th and Lake Street

Lake Street – Both sides, from Gary Avenue to Peoria Avenue

16th Street – Both sides from Hill Avenue to Ithaca Avenue. Northside only, 1 block from Gary to Hill Avenue and Southside only, one half block from Hill east to the alleyway.
19th Street – Northside only, ½ block from Alleyway between Hill and Gary to Hill Avenue

This clearing operation will take advantage of the low traffic occurring over night and rarely occurs during the day.  Whenever less than 2 inches of snow occurs, it is the property owner’s responsibility to clear the snow from the entire sidewalk from the building face to the street curb within 12 hours.   Property owners may place snow from sidewalks in streets as long as the snow does not interfere with parking or street traffic; otherwise, property owners should remove the snow from the site promptly.

Emergency Snow Routes:  On the back side of this sheet is the City’s Emergency Snow Route map.  When the snow is falling faster than the plows can plow, the City will concentrate on keeping only these emergency snow routes open.  Stay tuned to KUOO FM-103.9 for the latest weather emergencies and updates.

Snowmobiles and ATV
· ATV’s are allowed on City streets from December 1st through March 31st.  Snowmobiles are also allowed on the street.  Both must be driven on the far right hand side of the road.

· ATV’s and snowmobiles are not allowed on private property unless the operator has express written consent from the property owner.

· ATV’s are not allowed on the trail system, while snowmobiles are allowed.
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