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City of Spirit Lake, Iowa

February 3, 2009

The City of Spirit Lake intends to begin shutting off approximately 200 street lights throughout the City.  This is a temporary measure in some cases as the lights are not yet needed.  In other cases, this may be permanent.  None of the lights affected are in fully developed residential areas.  There are multiple reasons for this action, including:
· On the far west side along Highway 9, numerous lights extend beyond the City Limits.  The City has no responsibility to light a state highway outside of town.
· Similarly, lighting highway 9 to the west by the business park, and 71 south of 36th St., where neighboring development is limited, will be restricted to intersections.   
· In numerous residential development areas, lighting was installed per development agreements.  Since housing development has been limited, and in some cases not yet started, it makes sense to temporarily turn off lights until they are needed.  As areas develop, lights will be turned back on.

· In some areas, it appears that lighting was installed that provides far more illumination than needed.  In particular, on Lake Street west of Hill Ave. and on Peoria north of Highway 71, there are far more lights than necessary.  Some side street intersections have four or more lights.  One-half of the lights can be removed or shut off and the streets will continue to have an abundance of light.  Some lights will be removed and relocated to 19th St. next to the Courthouse when the street is reconstructed this summer.

In summary, most of the lights will be shut off only temporarily.  While not a lot of money will be saved, we are operating on the philosophy that we should not waste taxpayers’ money.   It is believed that the City installed too many lights in some areas.  It would not be very wise to continue to light them just because they are there.  However, in some areas, lights may remain on due to the existence of rental agreements with Alliant Energy whereby the City pays for the lighting even if not used.

This lighting control program is part of a larger effort by the City to pursue energy conservation.  This includes better insulation in some buildings, more efficient space heaters, caulking, and other typical conservation measures.  Turning off some unnecessary street lights, and otherwise saving on energy use, helps ensure the continuation of basic municipal services and keeps taxes lower.
If you have a concern about unsafe conditions in an area due to a light being turned off, feel free to call City Hall at 336-1871 and we will take a second look at it.

Mark Stevens

City Administrator
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